
Travel Tips 
 

Airports & Luggage Handling & Security Suggestions: 
 
Best Carry-on luggage per many club members 
for Photographers  
a Lowepro backpack 

Fly with Tenba System 1 Air Cases 
Using the 20" International size instead of the American 22" length is a lot more acceptable to the airlines. 
Think Tank:  International Thinktank Airport International V2.0 
Available at : 
Reef Photo 
http://reefphoto.com/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=105_106&products_id=4979   
 
B & H Photo:  
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/847302-
REG/Think_Tank_550_Airport_AirStream_Rolling_Camera.html 

 

Or:  lightest bags that do the job that have wheels- use crate sponge from Michaels craft store to 
pad the lenses, top bottom & sides. 
Or: A day Compupack that carries laptop, camera bodies and the few lenses for UW photo. I bought it on 

Best Buy about $80.00. My prescription mask in its case goes inside in the upper compartment. 

 
Baggage is limited to 15-20 lbs carry –on and 50 lbs total for Checked luggage-refer to restrictions with 
your airlines before you pack- pack smart.  
 
Carry ALL camera gear in a wheeled carryon, even if it weighs 100 lbs ! 
 
Hands down everyone says do not take fancy luggage, go incognito as much as possible 
Everything you take should have multiple uses.  Don't mind being seen in the same outfit two or three 
times!  Wash & Wear! 
 
Checked luggage: ( 2 pieces) 
Stahlsack wheelie holds the dive gear plus wetsuits ( or drysuit) plus clothes. It weighs about 48 lbs. I use 
full foot fins unless drysuit diving. Saves weight. 
or 

Checked luggage: Large regular black suitcase, do not like those fancy Scuba bags, cause you are saying 
expensive scuba equipment come and steal it 
and 
Second piece of checked luggage is an AO Cooler bag, 36 pack size. It holds batteries, extension arms, 
another port extender, synch cords, surge protector, spare parts, Martin Edge's book, D700 manual.  It 
weighs about 28 lbs. After we arrive and the housing is set up, the cooler is where the housed camera 
stays unless it is in the water. The cooler is its safe home, can even act as a rinse tank.   
 
TSA locks are only good in the USA, use zip ties, and leave extra inside for the security to “re-lock” your 

bag, should they feel the need to snip these off and rummage thru your undies! 
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Carry-on : Take your camera gear, prescription mask, eye glasses, and laptop in your carry on, a change 

of clothes, a copy of your serial numbers on you and also hidden in suitcase. An extra copy left at home 

with someone you can reach in the event of loss, for filing a claim. 

The computer in the regulator must go on pressurized cabin 

Pack everything else in the checked luggage. Pack an extra pair of eye glasses in regular luggage. 
Be prepared to pay the baggage fee via credit card at the self-check in kiosks if you don't want to stand 
in line for hours 
Put anything liquid (sunscreen, lotions, mouthwash etc) in plastic ziplocks and put in your checked bag. 
Dive bags beg to be stolen and riflled through  
TSA may go through your bag and leave their little 'note' but 
your TSA approved lock will be nowhere to be found so buy plenty of extras. They take the lock off but 
they don't put them back on.   
Going out of LAX, I wait for TSA to inspect the checked bags then ask them to put Master locks on them, 

which I hand them. 

Everything that I value, including husband, goes on board with me 

 
Arrive 3 hours early at the airport for international travel (not kidding!!!) 

Be prepared to empty everything out at the security checkpoint 
 
 
Essential Check list: 
Take a visibly dated photo of all camera gear documented before your trip in the event of loss/theft 
throughout the duration of your trip for insurance purposes 

Best way to pack your camera gear?  
Camera in housing with port attached but not sealed shut because of altitude pressure. 
Use those neoprene bottle/can coolers to protect lenses, gears dive components etc. They can be 

purchased for $1 at the Dollar stores etc. They have draw strings and some have clips as well. The 

rest I try to wrap with bubble wrap or clothes for protection but very light material 

Remember to take: 
 extra o-rings, o-ring grease, extra batteries-just in case- high speed memory cards 
 
Storage devices, laptop or storing photos taken? back up to MemoryKick first, then 2 ext. HD thru my 

laptop. I may work on images in Lightroom on one of the ext. HD's but the other is untouched until I get 

home.  Note: burning images to a CD not recommended. 

Keep your passport, money, credit cards  in plastic protection and have it with you inside your clothes 

whenever you leave the boat or resort. Use the safe. Keep the above mentioned at-hand  in case the 

boat sinks.   

Keep a copy of all credit card #'s and phone #'s in case of emergency. give copy to group leader.  



Keep a copy of your passport in your luggage, in the safe and an extra at home with someone you can 

reach in the event of loss or emergency. 

Carry along light weight tools appropriate for your gear purchased at the dollar store or from the $5 or 

less specials at your local hardware store as they are easily replaceable.  Emphasis is on a single-trip use 

or for giving them away to the local dive operator who in most remote locales would greatly appreciate 

the gesture 

 Never get your underwater camera or dive gear serviced before a trip; do it after 
 

Portable Hard drive:    
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product.745474-REG/Seagate STAA500107 FreeAgent GoFlx Blue Ultra Portable.html  

 
Step down Transformer: found one for $29.95 at Target with all the foreign adapters included. 
Bring a power strip  that you can plug into the transformertheir electricity. You can plug your laptop 
and battery charge into this. 
 
Battery Charger: recommended: Maha Powerex MH-C800S Eight Cell Smart Charger: 
http://reefphoto.com/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=95_10&products_id=1786 
Rechargeable Batteries: Maha Powerex 2700mAh NiMH Rechargeable AA -4 pk 
http://reefphoto.com/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=95_10&products_id=1787 
 
Desiccants - you don’t want your housing to fog up on the trip! ($9.95) 

A Digital luggage scale 
 
AO Cooler bag –for transporting camera on and off the boat. Its water tight-so can double as personal 
rinse tank.  Protects your camera on-board   srp $ 
 
Insurance: 
The one DAN has.  About 250$ year!  Had state farm but they canceled me after one claim!    
DAN may have a high deductible- but it beats paying for entire replacement on your own 
 

Health 
Always carry hand sanitizer! – Madnurse… 

Mental Health:  What are your words of Wisdom? If anything CAN go wrong , it will.  Getting bent out of 

shape and being nasty will get you NO WHERE. Don't be an ugly American.  Smile and Kiss Ass will get 

you further. 

Take an RX of cipro, anti diarrheal, laxative( which ever way you go? or don't)  

Spoon handles on the buffet are dirty (clean your hands before eating)  Wash frequently.  

Concentrate on hot cooked foods, bottled drinks, purified water unless you are absolutely sure of the 

water.  Avoid fresh foods and uncooked veggies. Bananas ok if you don't touch the fruit with the peal.   

http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product.745474-REG/Seagate%20STAA500107
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product.745474-REG/Seagate%20STAA500107
http://reefphoto.com/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=95_10&products_id=1786
http://reefphoto.com/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=95_10&products_id=1787


Bringing Medications or Filling Prescriptions Abroad 

A traveler going abroad with a preexisting medical problem should carry a letter from the 

attending physician, describing the medical condition and any prescription medications, 

including the generic names of prescribed drugs. Any medications being carried overseas 

should be left in their original containers and be clearly labeled. Travelers should check with 

the foreign embassy of the country they are visiting to make sure any required medications 

are not considered to be illegal narcotics. (A listing of foreign embassies and consulates in the 

U.S. is available on the Department of State’s website at 

http://www.state.gov/s/cpr/rls/dpl/32122.htm. Foreign embassy and consulate contact 

information can also be found on the Country Specific Information for each country.)  

Customs & What you can take with you & what you can’t bring back! 

You should write down a list of all your camera gear and all related serial numbers. Keep copy on your 

person- but you can also get US Customs to stamp this doc and keep with your passport, so that you are 

not charged for buying these products abroad and smuggling them back in. You must give yourself an 

extra hour at the airport to do this- or do it in advance. Keep a copy of this at home also. Use for 

insurance purposes with value. 

http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html  
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/tips_1232.html#customs  

 All products made from sea turtles 

 All ivory, both Asian and African elephant, and rhinoceros 

 Furs from spotted cats 

 Furs from marine mammals 

 Feathers and feather products from wild birds 

 Most crocodile and caiman leather 

 Most coral, whether in chunks or in jewelry 

You may import an object made of ivory if it is an antique. To be an antique the ivory must be at 

least 100 years old, and you will need documentation that authenticates the age of the ivory 

Current Travel Alerts & Travel Warnings: 
For terrorist & health alerts 
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/pa/pa_1766.html  
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